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June, 2009
Dear 4th soon-to-be-5th graders and 5th soon-to-be-sixth graders,

I hope you’re excited for summer! And I hope you’re excited about all the great reading you’re going to do! All the wonderful, magical, mystical, historical, and hysterical worlds you’ll be exploring while you lounge on the beach or in your backyard. Yep. I’m talking about your summer reading assignment. So before you groan and moan, listen up!

You will be responsible for reading 6 books this summer. You may read any books you choose, so long as they meet the page requirements (125 pgs or more), and at least two of them come from the summer reading list that is posted on the school’s website.  Of course, you may read more than six!! 
 You will also be responsible for handing in a short written summary of each book that you read (and want me to count towards your 25 book requirement). I have attached a book log sheet for you to use to record the books you read. If you need more space, please photocopy the sheet or summarize any extra books on looseleaf. Please remember to include the title, author, and number of pages for each book. 
You do not need to worry about having a cover, drawn or otherwise Just make sure that your summaries are legible, and briefly explain the plot of the book. The space provided on the worksheet is plenty….please don’t re-tell the story scene by scene. I would just read the book myself if I wanted all of that.  ;)
Remember to relax and have fun this summer, but don’t forget about your homework! These six book reports will be due the first week of school, and will count as your first grade for the year. 
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Happy Reading! (
Love,

Ms. Burkard 


SUMMER READING LIST 2009
For 5th grade going into 6th grade

Fiction
Blume, Judy – Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, Superfudge; Fudge-A-Mania

Cleary, Beverly – Ralph S. Mouse; Runaway Ralph; Dear Mr. Henshaw

Clements, Andrew – The Report Card; Frindle; Lost and Found (New!)

Dahl, Roald – The BFG; Matilda

DiCamillo, Kate – The Tiger Rising

Geoge, Jean Craighead – Julie of the Wolves; My Side of the Mountain

Hiassen, Carl – Hoot

Juster, Norton – The Phantom Tollbooth

Lowry, Lois- The Giver

Meyers, Walter Dean – Me, Mop, and the Moondance Kid

O’Dell, Scott – Island of the Blue Dolphins; Sing Down the Moon

Paterson, Katherine – Bridge to Terebithia

Ryan, Muñoz – Esperanza Rising

Sachar, Louis – Wayside School (series); Holes

Spinelli, Jerry –Loser; Stargirl

White, E.B. – Charlotte’s Web

Wolff, Virginia Euwer – The Mozart Season

Historical Fiction
Choldenko, Gennifer – Al Capone Does my Shirts

Curtis, Christopher Paul – The Watsons go to Birmingham, 1963; Bud, Not Buddie

Lenski, Lois – Indian Captive

Lord, Bette Bao – In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson

Taylor, Mildred D. – Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

Fantasy
Datlow, Ellen & Windling Terri (Eds.) – A Wolf at the Door & Other Retold Fairytales
L’Engle, Madeline –A Wrinkle in Time (series)

Lewis, C.S. – The Chronicles of Narnia (series)

O’Brien, Robert C. – Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH

Rowling, J.K. – Harry Potter (series)

Poetry

Poetry for Young People (Series) – Langston Hughes, Maya Angelou; Robert Frost; Emily Dickinson; and others

Prelutsky, Jack – The New Kid on the Block; It’s Raining Pigs and Noodles; My Dog Might Be a Genius; and others

Silverstein, Shel – Where the Sidewalk Ends; A Light in the Attic; Falling Up; and others

Nonfiction/Biography

Christopher, Matt – Great Moments in Baseball History

Payette, Shanon et al. (Eds.) – True Stories: Girls’ Inspiring Stories of Courage and Heart

Perego, Jeanne – Joseph and Chico

Sis, Peter – The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain
Happy Reading!!!    Love, Ms. B
